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OSHA Highlights Strong Year of Enforcement

The U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
continued to exceed enforcement goals during Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 according to newly
released data.

Additionally, in FY 2008, OSHA conducted almost 39,000 worksite inspections, surpassing the
agency's goal for the year by 2.4 percent. On average, 4,000 more workplace inspections were
completed each year (38,515) between FY 2001-2008 as compared to the prior administration
FY 1993-2000 (34,508).

"Workplace inspections and issuing citations are a critical part of OSHA's balanced approach to
improving workplace safety, but the real test of success is saving lives and preventing injuries,"
said acting Assistant Secretary of Labor for OSHA Thomas M. Stohler. "According to preliminary
numbers for 2007, the workplace fatality rate has declined 14 percent since 2001, and since
2002, the workplace injury and illness rate has dropped 21 percent - with both at all time lows.
This year's inspection numbers show that the strategic approach used by OSHA - targeting
highest hazard workplaces for aggressive enforcement while also using education, training, and
cooperative programs to improve overall compliance - can help achieve significant reductions in
workplace injuries, illnesses and fatalities."



